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Gerardine is a specialist family practitioner with 30 years of experience. She has Year of Call: 1991

practised in all areas of family law in courts across Kent, East Sussex and London.
Over the past 12 years, her busy practice has been exclusively in relation to
children, with the main focus on public law proceedings. She is widely instructed Core Practice Areas:
on behalf of parents, grandparents and other family members including competent Family

children. She also represents children, through their children’s guardian, and adults

who lack capacity, instructed by the Official Solicitor.

Care Proceedings

Gerardine’s practice encompasses care proceedings, adoption, special
guardianship, deprivation of liberty and forced marriage. Whilst practising in Kent,
she dealt with a number of Eastern European cases, acting for parents. She has
wide experience of representing vulnerable adults including parents with learning
difficulties and disabilities who require the assistance of an intermediary and other
nationals who require the assistance of an interpreter.

Gerardine has extensive experience of dealing with cases of chronic neglect, W E S T G A T E

domestic abuse, substance misuse, poor mental health, personality disorders,

alleged non-accidental injury, sexual abuse, physical abuse and emotional abuse. CHAMBERS
She has also represented many parents whose children have special needs and a
range of disabilities as well children who are subject to County Lines exploitation 9 Pavilion Parade,
and other grooming. Many of these cases involve complex factual and medical Brighton,
evidence requiring expert opinion across a range of disciplines. East Sussex
BN2 1RA
Specialist Practice Areas Telephone
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Family
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‘ K gbuckley@westgate-chambers.co.uk

e Adoption

e Special Guardianship
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Achievements, appointments Gerardine’s most notable cases include:

and memberships KCC -v- A & Ors [2017] EWFC B95

e FLBA (Family Law Bar Association) RE: F (A Child) (Placement Order) [2008] 2 FLR 550 (CA)
e Gray's Inn Re: M (contact: violent parent) [1999] 2 FLR 321 (FD)
Education

e University of Kent, Canterbury: BA (Hons)
e PCL: CPE

e College of Law, London: BVC

Hobbies and Other interests

e Travel, music and the theatre.



